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By David ¥ artin

Bush signs parts of Patriot Act 11 into law — stealthity “%
_____-_./

@ 1 December 13, when U.S. forces capturcd Saddam Husscin, President George W, BBush not only celebrated with his
national security teant, but also pulled out his pen and signed into law @ biil that grants the FBI sweeping new powers. A
White House spokesperson explained the curious timing of the signing - on # Saturday - as "ihe Presidepl signs bijls seven
week.” But the last tihae Bush signed 2 biil into law on a Saturday happencd more than a year ag0 - o0 a spending

t the following Mondzy.

days 2
{ shutting down the federal governmen

5ill that the President necded to sign, 10 preven

he bill on the day of Hussein's capture, Bush effectively consigned a dramatic expansion of the USA Patriot
mos: Amerncans watched as Hussein was probed for head lice, few were d vare

By signing t
{ihe feds don't suspect their involvemer.t in

Act 10 a mere footnote. Consequently. while
that the FB1 had just obtained the power to probe their financial records, even 1

crime or 1errorism.

The Bush Administration and its Congressiona] allies tucked away these new executive

nowers in e Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2004, a legislative )
ament. The Acl

“chemoth that funds all the intelligence activities of the federal gover

dious, redefinition of nfinancial institution.” which previously e _
‘ncludes stockbrokers, Car dealerships, casinos, credit card By signing the bill on

he U.S. Post Office, and any cther the day of Hussein's

included a simple, yet insi
csterred 10 banks, but now
corapanies, insurance agencies, jewelers, airlines, t

busin2ss "whose cash trangsactions heve @ high degree of uscfulness criminal, 1ax, Of capture Bush'
—eoylstory martters.” - 2
effectively consigned
Cona ess passed the legislation around Thanksgiving. Except for U.S. Representative 2 dramatl(;f;ﬁpﬁ}SlOn
Charlic Gonzalez, all San Antonia’s House members yated for the act. The Senate of the USA Patriot

passedit with a voice vote to avoid individual accountability. While broadening the Act to a mere

==5nition of "financial institution,” the Bush administration is ramping up provisions footnote

 the 2001 USA Patriot Act, which grented the FBI the authorily 10 obtain client
Js from banks by merely requesting the recoids in 2 mNational Security Letter.” To

+= records, the FBI docsn't have to appear before a judge, nor demonstrate

- -obable cause” - TEASONA0 believe that the targeted client is involved in criminal or .
hed with a gag order,

-~rrorist activity. Moreever, the National Security Letters are aitac
- ove yting any financial ‘astisution from informing its clients that their records have been surrendered to the FBl. ifa

sancizl institution breaches the gag order, it faces criminal penalties. And finally, the FBI will no longes be required to
—enort 1o Congrass how oiten they have used the National Security Letters. -

s

1 that the new law is necessary to prevent future 1errorist attacks on the U.5-

I ‘ in its response to these new threats. Robert Summers,
cofessor of international law and difector of the new Center for Terrosism Law & St. Mary's University, éx'plains, "We

Ut g0 1o war with the terrorists 25 We went to war with the Genmans or the North Victnamesc. 1f we apply old methods of
swing the money, We will not be successful. We need 1o megt them on an even playing field to avoid another disaster.”

Senporters of expanding the Patriot Act clain
e FBI needs these new powers 1o be vexpedilious and efficient”

Jooonznts of the PATRIOT Actand its expansion siaim that safeguards like judicial
and the Fourth Amendment, which prohibits unreasonable search and seizure,

gy | 1} ¥ v ______,__.—-——-'—'_-_.__——'__
1ial 1o prevent abuses of power, "There's 2 reason these protections were pul
1ace” says Chip Berlet, senior analyst 2t Political Research Associates, and a
1.5, political repression. "It has been shown that if you give {these

“It's a problem that

= < s power ey will abuse it. For anY investigative agency, once you tell them some of these riders
~yust make sure that they pretect the countiry from subversives, it inevitably Bnt are added on
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